


2    mission in action

walkway dedication 
brings donor’s legacy to life

On a sunny September afternoon at 
Lake Vista of Cortland, resident Jane 
Haynam stood in front of her friends 
and neighbors to cut a ribbon. It’s a 
ceremonious gesture that’s been carried 
out countless times, but on this particular 
day it symbolized much more than just 
the opening of something new. 
	
Granted, the snip of the scissors did 
mark the official opening of the new 
outdoor walkway at Lake Vista (pictured 
on cover), for which Jane provided 
funding. But in that moment, with one 
simple gesture, Jane and those around 
her saw her legacy come to life...

Jane first became acquainted with OPRS 
in 1974, when her late husband, Harvey, 
chaired the board of directors. Jane, too, 
has volunteered her time to the OPRS 
mission over the years, serving on Park 
Vista’s local board and Philanthropy 
Committee, the OPRS Foundation 
board, and as a committee member for 
the Keeping the Promise Endowment 
Campaign. 

During her lifetime with Harvey and 
thereafter, Jane has made OPRS a 
priority in her philanthropy. As member 
of the OPRS Foundation’s President’s 
Club, Trustees’ Roundtable and Named 

Endowment Circle, Jane’s 
commitment to enhancing the 
lives of others is evident in 
everything she does. 

“I have received so much during 
my lifetime and have been 
blessed, so I feel the need to give 
back,” she says. “I enjoy giving – 
it makes me happy.” 

Left: Leadership staff joined donor Jane 
Haynam to dedicate the new walkway at 
Lake Vista. (Left to right: Tom Hofmann, 
OPRS Foundation president; Jane Haynam; 
Dave Kaasa, OPRS president/CEO; Troy 
Snyder, Lake Vista executive director.) 

Opposite page - top right: This special 
plaque, to be placed near the entrance to the 
walkway, will serve as a visible emblem of 
the Haynam’s legacy of generosity. 

(continued on next page)
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When Jane heard about the walkway 
project, she immediately saw it as an 
opportunity to combine her love of the 
outdoors with her love of helping others. 
“I have always enjoyed being outdoors, 
and feel the walkway is something that 
my friends and neighbors at Lake Vista 
will enjoy also,” she states. 

Encircling a picturesque pond near the 
independent apartments, the cemented 
walkway features resting benches, 
a hydration station and emergency 
pull cords, offering residents a safe 
environment to stay fit and active while 
enjoying the fresh air. 

Although the new walkway is only one 
thread in the tapestry of Jane’s giving, 
it will serve as a visible emblem of her 
generosity and kindness for generations 
to come. 

The Senior Independence Adult Day 
Center in West Akron provides a home 
away from home for approximately 20 
older adults each day. For these clients 
and their families, a safe, comfortable and 
welcoming environment is a necessity. 

While some improvements have been 
made since the center opened more than 
25 years ago, the furnishings are dated 
and must be replaced to accommodate 
current and future clients.  

Thankfully, two local foundations 
have stepped forward to support this 
endeavor. The Lehner Family Foundation 

Trust and The Sisler McFawn Foundation 
have each provided the center with grants 
to purchase new plush chairs for the 
seating area.

While they hope to receive additional 
funding for items like tables with 
pedestal bases (better for wheelchair 
access), stacking armchairs and roller 
blinds, staff and clients at the center are 
truly grateful for the new chairs and are 
eagerly awaiting their arrival.

Thanks to the generosity of these two 
foundations, the center is well on its way 
to receiving a makeover! 

two grants further adult day renovations


